
:>a i iouAL IN T ELLICil£NCKH.
THE PROPOSITION OF FRANCE.

THE PROPOSAL RE.TEC I ED.

CORRESPONDENCE <>N TEE SUBJECT.

The President of tlio Uuited States transmitted
to the Heuate on Thursday last the subjoined Di¬
plomatic Correspondence, ia answer to a resolution
of tbat bjdy requesting information on the Bubjecte
therein discussed

Department of Statf,
Washington, February 12, 18»33.

To tht Prtfident of the United State» :

The Secretary of State, to whom was referred the reso¬

lution < f the Senate i f the 10th instant, requesting the
Pre«ident, if net 111 bis jiiti^uient incompatible with the

public interests, " to lay before the Senate any correspon¬
dence which haa taken placa between this Government
and the Government of France on the subject of media¬
tion, or other measures looking to the termination of the

existing eivil war," haa the honor to lay before the Pre-
si tent h ci py of the correspondence called for by the said

resolution. Respectfully submitted,
WILLIAM U. SEWARD.

Mr. Dai/ton to Mr. Sucurd..[JExtract.]
Paris, November 18, IrtGi.

Sih : llerewiih I tnclore to ><>u the copy of u commu

nication just mailed to Monsieur Drouyu de L'iluys.
I am, tar, your obedient servant,

WILLIAM L. DAYTON.

Mr. Dayton to M. Druuyn dt L'Huys.
Pamis, November 16. [17,] 1863

Monsiei n LE Mimsthe: In a recent conversation had
with your Excellency, jou a-ked sume queet.oue m rela-
liou to th- population of the Southern States of the Uuited
States, and the position of the several division* of our

army. Thi*, in connexion with a *titeinent in >our de¬

spatch ot the 30tb October to his Majesty's Auibasjadnrs
at LonJcn »nd at St Petersb-irgb, officially published, iu-
duced me to make you tbi« communication.

Although that defpatch was not addressed to me or to

tny Government, yet it so intimately concerns the latter
that I am sure I shall be excusad if I refer to it io con¬

nection with the hijIj-ct-matter of jour conversation I
do thin not wiih a u>-w to any criticism on the expression
of toy opinio;.# bejon.l th >se already jjiveu by me, but to

correct, ho for a* I can, what seems to me a misapprehen¬
sion of (ae.t.->. I d > this in the hope th*r, should the (jiies
tion piesent ilae'f for consideration in the future, jour Ex
r-llency may b» luducei to icview your opinion as to the

strength of the parties involved in t'ie war now existing in

the United State*.
Your Excellency sa>s " There has existed between ibe

belligerent*, Jrom the very out*el of the war, an equality
'

i f strength which has been almost constantly maintained
ever since ; aud alter »o much bloodshed, th-y are now

' in this resect, vrry nearly in the same position as it
' first. Nothing justihe* the expectation of any more de-
. litlrd military operations at an eaily day.'
Jo autwer to y> ur questions in our ci nference of the

lib instant, I endeavored, witb the atd of a map, to point
out the di-tr.ct# of c-untiy occupied at prjent by the

several division* of our army.
II your Excellency can from memory recall these ques¬

tions and compare th< m with tne condition < f thu gs at

"Mm* very outsrt of the war," (or evt-n as it has been

vriih'iM the past you will find cause, I am sure, for
ftrave doubt as to the accuracy ot the opinion expretstdiu
the above extract
A little more than a year ago the whole of the Slave

Slates south of the Pot¦mac aud Ohio and west of the

Misaisatppi, thiriswu in all, were io pnasaaaion of the insur¬
gents, except only a atna l locality in Vl gipia opposite to,
Washington; a tract of country in the same State, to the

.vest of the Allegtany mountains, in which there was n

miie<i p >? session ; the nor.hem part* of Kentucky, and

perhaps one-half of Missouri Wiih these exception tbey
fir Id undisputed sway of th« entire country of ihe fcoutb
Tbey p< s*ea»ed, nt th- same time, the military arsenal a'.

Haroer'a Ferry, and the vast naval arsenals and dock¬
yards at Narfi Ik and P. iisicoU They h id likewise pos¬
session ot the ea»u»rn shore of Cheapenke Bay, which, in

.onuexiun W'tb th . command of he Potomac, gave them
control over the acce»s by wntef to Washing.oa, the capi
tal of the oat-.oa They have lost duri: ^ tbo year the east¬
ern shore of the Ch**hp?ake and the command of the po
touiac, the f t) of Norfolk, with its nrrmt s and cocV
yards and ne ghborin* country, #j«s t.'je dot k- ard a P o

Mooia The> have lost a I Virginia wen .4 ih- Ail^hi-
nies, Kentucky, and Missouri, snd part of Tennessee, com¬

prising. among otlt^r points, Nashville, iLe capitil, and
Memplis, its commercial port on the Migsiesippi. Tbey
have lost every port, harbor, and fortification on tht' Atlan¬
tic roast of any value, (those at Charleston alone except-

from tbe mouth of the Chesapeake to the southern

Imint of Florid t. aud thecce around tbe Qulf coast to
'ensacols
Hut, more important even than (bis, they bave within

tbe year lost New Orleans, the great commer^isl m-tro-
>>oli« of the South, with ttw numerous fortifications estab¬
lished lor its defence. Tbey ha»« likewise lost tie Mis¬
sissippi. with everr island a'nd river fortification, (*a*e
that at Vicksburg) by which it was defended. Tbjs river,
which drains ttw eutire vulley of tbe West, and cut# io

two the SUve states liom Cairo to tbe (Jtalf, and on which
could float the navies of the world, whiru eao r ei:Ler be
forde«i nor ondged, must forever separate the four
Slave States t,nd tbeir c< ntiguous territor ea on its west
side from th aeon tbe enat. I hi loss of this river was

more injurious to tbe cause of the insurrectionists than
the loes if rn&oy batites Conscious that this would be
bo. it was fortified, yocr Excelleucy will remember, not

only at its month aod below, and at New Orleans, but at

eveiy available point upwards; yel It. witb i s many for*
lifi^ations, (Virksbure alo;.« except- d,) ha« within the
year bee>n last to the Houih The l eunesseeand tbe Cum¬
berland, great interior rivera of the West, with their de¬
faces snd fortifictliona. bavo likewise b«--n taken, after
a ha«4 struggle, by the armies of tl« Union.

In a jvoid, the insumei.ts do not now hold a foot o*I
sn.und wtilK1* they did riot h >ld early in tb>- war, wLil -thf
ilaf of the Uohi'i t>as be»-u constontly advanced and Dow

floats somewhere on the soil '.r '.\. r the fortifications of
every sla»e State, (nave < ne ) Their armieM fmve in th.-
niean time been driven from «o area of country r-mbraciog
in the augrtxate not less than «.ce hun Ir. d thousand
^qunre m:le*, and ore ipied by a populsUo, ranging from
one million and a half to two mil'ioos of people.
But in war "equality ia strength" consists not ia thes<*

fhiiijts only Permit in-, iherer-re, t,; remind your Ex¬
cellency that, wbi e all the incipient < ff »rts <>«, the psrt ot

the ^ourh u* create a navy have been defeated a.,d her
?*-»»elt destro) ed, tbe navy of ths United Stale* has, within
ttie >»-ar growu Irom a very sma:i to a v^rv great power,
rW*:nn tk- ports o| the .s. utb. precluding. s*;p with our

c n«eut, all eLt'anretoorcxit Ir- in them, unless by *« alth
< r acc dent This powe#, which tha 8 >nth has little to
mee' ia almost exelus.veiy the growth of the year, and mi

s»ur own cows a d m the ports harbors, and riveis of tbe
it onnoi i; vt he in the future a most«fhflient meins

of attack or defeae*.
J here are two other e^^nts of stieng'h which spe-

cially require Consideration uu-u nod Dioney. 'J he atmies
of th-* Sojith have been large h-^ond as compared
with the extent ol population from which ttey h<jve teen
drawn Io r them t.. their present s'aodard, the con¬

scription law of Uu- fco"'b ns emhra. .-.1 al from the
of eighteen to forty-five ^ear*. Tbeir arm.es, like our

own. wa»te away bj the cnsi»ait.'es of war, and thero can

be little force in reserve to supply the 4rain.
An exannnalio»i of the prejtpii'iaty report of e .nt.g

of ( »f wh ch I have had tb«* t/uior to transmit you h

c py) will show, on page 131, that the fr ,Jy of the popula-
tion upon which tin- tnu h must draw f<>r ta^ supply of
this drain is less even than I suggested in oj^r reoe^t
conversation.

The n^ttr* «ate free population of all tbe Slave States,
inclndii g Maiylaid, DeUware, Virijinia, Kentucky, and
Missouri, ;b only but from fhi« must be de-
ducUd the population of those Hlate States in jhe posse*
soon of tbe United States, wh»-re no conseription law of
the South could poiflbljr be enforce I, and likewise the
free blacks of th-" Sou'.n, in whose hands they dare not

place arms. Th" free popn'ntion of those State*, shown

by the ceri»iu of lEH'A). is a* fol ow*: LHatsrare. 110,418;
M«ryland..'>W<.',wf>0: Kenfuctiy.930,2<»l Missouri, |,(fc<y,o£J;
Kanawha, or Western Virgin.a. with Jeff«rson, Aceonnc,
and Northampton counties, es ima'' d at 37.?,774; fr. e

blacks of the South fo be deduct*d, W.%0,7%7.-Asking an

aggregate of 3,338,121, wh.ch number, deducted from Jbe
*#gr»grite free population of Ihe routh, leaves on'y
4^61,012, includieg men, women, ai>d children
The general accuracy of the*e figure' c«n rradily be

t/sted i'V refeteuru to p>gea 131 arid 5i86, *^H7, '4U« and
of iti« census icport be'ore referred to. It is true

that to some slight extent t-oop* may voluntarily go into
the Southern hi my froui poitiona of the eo^ntry not in
their p'isaossioti but the** would probably he at |pa»t
hnlaui ed by thos- withholding tiwmsc!v.»s along tbe cossts
ant in the t»wiii tnd cities ot ttie ttouth subject to our

contri I, and for wducb no allownnce is rnsd# jij ibe above
calculation

I i *«d not recapitulate the population of fhe Frre SUtaa
and of the Bo der States in « ur p. sm ssioo. | he aggre¬
gate. by a reference to the aauir crnsU« report, wnj be
¦u-en t«» he within s fraction of twenty two u,iions,
(2l,Myfi.845.) Uuring tne last summer, in add.t on to the
army than iu the field, ihey raised, wutiun the space of two
m: ntbs. principally by Voluntary enlistment, six bundled
thousand men ; and there is y*t another, and suit apoihaf
arm/ in the reserve, as I am initi ucted, to Uke their plara,

I in whole or id part, should that unhappily become ne-
oeasary.

In the foregoing e«tiiuat** 1 have taken uo account of the
slaves i f the South, an a source either of strength or weak¬
ness. A* they have been u ed beretofore, they have c*r
tauly added strength t" their masters. They have, io fact,
fed the aruiy Hon e have been forced to labor with it in
the trenches, while ti e great mats hare toiled in the fie'ds
at h<.me. thus l- aviug almost the entire population of the
8<>uth fr»e to fight its bnttlrs. Emancipation, should it
occur, while it libr rates the slave, would cut off this source
of strength from their maulers Their soppli's inth* rear
must be kept up, or their army cannot te held together;
the one is essential to the uinutenance of the other. A
time uiay soon enme, theielore, when, aside from the "ap¬
prehensions" inc.d< nt to eui-tnc pation, the slaves of the
South will be to tboir misters a source of weakness, and
not of strength.

Permit me, however, here to add, that whoever may
have enteitiiurd " apprebensious " of a "servile war,"
such I do not suppose i<»r a mouit-nt to have been contem¬
plated by the President in foreshadowing hi* policy of
euiaucipation. The slaves ol the South, scatter* d over a

vast extent of country, hive no arms, and no means of pro-
curirg them. Tiny have little intelligence, no means of
distant intercommunication, and can have no general con¬
cert <>f action. Tl ey may refuse to labor for their mast «rs,
and their masters cannot maintain them. The map led
with your Excellency, showing the per eentage of slaves
iu each county of the South, will prove this beyond a ques¬
tion. In certain large sections of countty, along the Mis-
s'asippi more espec ally, there U about twenty-eight per
cent, only of white population. All the rest are slaves.
Of this population, the able bodied are now almost entire¬
ly away with the army. Could attempts be made here,
or in other sections, to constrain the slaves to a forced
obedience, they may resist, or they may leave their planta¬
tions, as many have already done, aud seek tl e friendly
shelter of the Union flag. Uut wither principle nor poli¬
cy will mduce the United States to encourage a " smile
war," or prompt the slave to cut the throat of his master,
or his macter's family. The Government will not even

permit, as I have already said to you, its own soldiers, or
the soldiers of the euemy, acting as guerillas or nmmudeis,
belonging to no organized fore ., and under no regular flag,
to make war, or attack even an armed enemy, without
punishment; still leas wou'd it encourage or permitslaves
(o off-nd agaiust humanity, by attacks upon the feeble aud
htlplrs*. Teat au iatlated C'iBe or ca^es of wrung may oc

cur in the c> ur»e of < stablish eg a great cbarig* (if such
shall be established) <n the social organization of the South,
is not improbable ; but in every such case I doubt not that
the sr.ii of the Government would promptly interfere to
protect Mid to punish. This, how»ver, is matter inci¬
dental only to thrj subject ol my communication.

Leaving the question of population, I pits for a moment
to the ottier gieat element of strength in war, and that is
money. I have already said that the re»ource« of the
South iu men would seem to be practically exhausted, and
their resources in money, I think, must be equally so I
am instructed that, with a floating debt of four hundred
millions of dollars, represented by paper at a discount of
seventy-five percent , they have neither raised nor have they
the means of raiting a rev. nu-equal to ten millions, in any
form or for any purpose. Want and distress are already dis¬
closing themselves in piinlul forms throughout the entire
region occupied by tbe insurgeuts. Oa the other hand,
the Government of the Unilei States has, as I am instruct¬
ed, a revenue available in the precious metals of more
lhau a hundred millions, while its untie* are yielding gold
more rapidly than foreign trade withdraws if from the
country. Iu this vital matter of finriice, therefore, there
docs not seem tft exist between the parties au equality of
strength. 80 far iudeed as I can see. tU'h rqualt'y has
existed nowhere except on certain battle-fields, and e»p'j-
cially between thn two great armies in Virginia. Here
the insurgents have aJvauc-d nnl retreated. They have
gained battles and lost them. I do not mean to depreciate
their gallantry. They are jet my countryman. Here, at
least, they havj shown equality of strength, but every
where else the permanent giin has been witb the armies
of th* Union.

I avail mjself of ihis occasion to renew to your Excel
lency assurances of the most distinguished Consideration,
with wh eh I bgve thq honor to be yr.ur Excellency's very
obedient servant, WILLIAM L. DAYTON.

Mr. Djylon to Mr. Seward..[Extract.]
Pauis. November 25, laG2.

Sir : I received last night from M. Drotiyn de L'Huyi a

communication dated 23J instant, in auswer to mine of
the 17th instant, (dat d by mistake the 16th.)
The communication of M de L'Huy* is «f so n:uch in¬

terest that I send you herewith a copy of Ibe ongiml and
a translation. . . .

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM L. DAYTON.

His Excellency WlM-UN H. Skwakd,
Secretary of State

Mr. L'Huyt to Mr. Dayton.[ Translation ]
Department of Foreign Affairs,

I'atne of Comptignt, Nvtr.m'tr 23, 1862
Sir: I have learned with lively interest tbe i.iforui ition

which you have been plensed to comu)uni< ate to me upon
the respective eitosiori of the two belligerent* in the Uni¬
ted States.
You express to roe the hope that {hose suggestion* miy

modify my opinion ae to the equilibrium of strength be¬
tween the States of tbe North and lh< ae of tbe South, and
they are certainly of a nature to make me appreciate all
tbe rea-'iircea of your Government But it is none the lean
true tbat. notwithstan liog the inequality of numbers and
of financial menus, notwithntanJii,g local advantages and
partial conquests, tbe conditions of coil and of climate
seem to opp< ;e insuperable obstacles to the progress of
tbe struggle, and ttat tj*e «gnsl eneigy of ho:b sides Mid*
to impreis upon it a character of ind uaitable desperation
I am piepated to render homage with you to tbe courage
vi hicb the Acerjcaus upon the one aide and tbe>>th»r have
abovin thus far; but ib.* enrage, even while it excites tue
admiratiou of tbe world, is oDly calou'cted tn rend- r more
uncertain the result of tbe c iUjImK aud to retard tb« ter¬
mination of tbe dictators of this bloody war.
You know, air. what feeling* tins aid spectacle bn«

given nae to in us ; you know the -U-p wl i:L a profound
sympathy for Amrr.ca baa inspired in tbe Government of
the Emperor, in the hope of opening a way to r recou-
cilintiua This atep you ku w alto ought nod could t»k-
place in tbe opinion p( the Empeior only with the consent
and concurrence of tbe two ii«l!)g?rent pai ties At p<«*>
s«*nt tite reception given to our propotit.on oy tbe Cabinet*
of London an I it. Petersburg prevent* us from thinking
of pursuing it further; but I can assura you, sir, that oar

/."¦'tud'y dispositions Lave not changed. Jf some d<y the
Am»*ricin*, f|red of turning their vajor against tbenix«lves,
should wish to have recon** to u* iu order to seek in
concert tbe me-.ns of lerroi/iatirg this conflict, they woul I
find n* always ren^y (he jt in associating ouraelv* with
other Poweis, or be it ^par^t^ly) ad tbom with our

co-operation, and to tatify, by our *'<>od otyoef, feeling*
wh eb have not ceased to animate France in regard to
them.

Keceirp, (if, the auuraoce* of my di*tiogni*bed con
i(deration. DROUYN DE L'HUYS.

Mr. Dayton, Envoy Extraordinary. Ac.

Mr. Srvcard to Mr. Dayton..[.Extract,]
Department of Siatf.,

Waghmffton, mbi r 2J, 1 W»>2.
Sir : Your dc*patch of November 10th (No. 22;!) he*

been rt chived only at this late day. . . .

I I ave now o. Jy to sty that. the views presented by roe
i.i my d- spatch ot . »ct<b t 20th are the deliberate and set
tied couvicti< n* of t*e (Jovi rnment, aj Aa>* to be express¬
ed when, n yonr judgment, »uy expression whatever /»n
the *ubj>'ct of the aein u of Foreign Powers *h ill be either
nsresrary or expedient

In r-ply to a suggestion in yonr despatch It Is prwper
for am U> *"v that neither M Mercier nor any other per¬
son iia« Ji-d the feast warrant from any authority of the
Uuifced States for representing *« hi* Government that the
President would b- disjo ed to ea>f!t<n anv proportion
in regard to the scion of this G verouieat in the condi)c£
of our domestic affa'r* from any foreign quarter whatever.
Tbe eynct contrary ia the effect of all that h is ever passed
belwe n all tb^j fillisters res ding here and this D part-
ment. You will judge wJ»eilje- 'l >* important t > clear up
tbia point at Pari*.

J am, air, your obedient aervant,
WILLIAM H. 8EWARD.

Wm. I 1)avv<xi, ^«q., A C. 4kc.

Mr. S' tt'ird to Mr. D iyton..[ Frtract*. ]
Dfpartmrnt or Statp,

Wathtngloit, Novrmbrr 1)0, I8C2
Sir: Yonr aet^ral de*p*trb£| of November 12th, No.

224; November l^th, No 395; November Htb. No. 226.
have been rtceived I tiave nlao, by the ai l of the lele
i<r<tph, 1pt* .ubalance of ibe invimmn which was addressed
by the Einperorof Francetothe Kmperor of Ku siaand the
C^neen of (Jrsat. Biitain, to join in M"*onim<*nVting an arin
istte* in our c »i| war. to»ei»,er with the *u»w>-r* "f those
two sovereigns declining that ibviiation, " . . jr, r*
gard ta» the snme subjnet my IBatriBtiona will be very sim¬
ple and short.
An inconclus ve confer. ncr» er>u«crt»inr the United Sinte*

ha* been held between thise Power*, all of whom av^w
themseiro* n* fiiend*of the United Htates, nnd y«t the
United 8tate« were carefully excluded from tbe Conference
Neither party in the confeieocc proposed any combination
U> flfiprce the will or control the policy ot t>;e United
States
Under these otrcijtpstftice* the United State* are nrt

called upO'i to aay what thej wojild hive d«o* if the pro-

6Cfition of France, which waa dec.l.pod by Russia md
ireat Cr;tain, h«d been adopicd and carried ;nt.o <ffert
Nor are we called upon to di*cu** the propriety of the po-
Kinous and proceeding* re*peeUr»)y of the enteral parties
iu the cmf<«rence Huch a dahafe upon a autyect which
has already lost it practical character, or which, to speak
more accurately, ha* not attained sorb a eha-acter, noght
produce irritation* and jeohmsine which tbe President de¬
sires tp avoid,

Acting on tbe*e principle!, we ahall ask no explanation*,
nor shall we iu any iuiuu *r comment upon explanation*
which than be voluntarily made. A Government which i*
conducting a great nntion through a civil war must deal
continually with new event* a* they arise, not with thoae
which have) already pasted into history.
The United dtate* ha* continually mid to all Europe

that th<*y know that the raving of the American Union
depend* on the Aiueiicnn people themaelve*, and not at all
on the policies of Foreign Stat'*, severally or combined.
Such States may, a* they have heretofore done, prolong
and aggravate our uuuatural and lamented atrife, by ex¬

citing or maintaining I he hope* of our disloyal citizen* ;
but they cannot change our purpose to maintain the in¬
tegrity uf the Union, or defeat it* accomplishment.

This Government will iu all ca*e* reasonably warn For¬
eign Power* of the injurious eff-ct of any apprehended in¬
terference on their part; and hiving done this, it will
measure it* mean* of self defence by the magnitude of the
danger* with which the country is threatened.

Foreign nation* need scarce'y to be reminded that family
quirrel* are always of *hort dura'ion; that the very
tcandal which they bring operate* a* an iucentive to recon¬
ciliation. Much more does the unavoidable apprehension
of foreign interference work in that direction. The emis¬
saries of treason, who now remain in European capitals,
will very soon disappear, and the whole American people
will forever afterwards b«? a-king who among the foreign
nations were the mo«t ju>t and the most forbearing to
their country in its hour of trial.

It is the President's policy *o to conduct our national
affairs that all who have heretofore been our friend* may
abide in ihat relation. If any of them shall be lost, our

regret will thus be modified by the reflection that the
bereavement rr suited from our mi*f>rtune and without
fault I am, sir, your obedieut servant.

WILLIAM H SEWARD.
Wm. L Dayton, Esq., &. Jcc.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Dayton..' Extract.]
Department op 8tate,

Washington, December 5, 1862.
Sik : Your despatch of November 18 (No. 227) bus been

receded. Having alrealy indicated the course which the
Piesideot has decided to adopt concerning the lite pro¬
ceeding of the French Government, it .is unnecessary for
me now to review the note which, in the absence of instruc¬
tions, you have written to M. Drouyn de L'Huys. . . .

I aiu, sir, jour obedient servant,
WILLIAM H SEWARD,

To Wm. L. Dayton, E*q , &c. &c &o.

M . Sfward to Mr Dayton.
Dbfaktmrnt of State,

Washington, December 11, 1862.
Slit: Your despatch of November 25th (No 231) has

been received, together with the note which M. Drouyn
de L'ilu)s addressed to you om the 23d of November, by
way of answer to your communication to him of the 17ih
of that month

Fiorn my previous despatches you will probably have
inferred that the President did not expect you to open a

correspondence with M. Drouyn de L'Huys upon the sub.
ject of the proposition concerning American affairs, which
ihe Emperor nas recently submitted to the Emperor of
Ruseia and the Queen of G:eat Britain. Inasmuch as you
have done so witoout consuming this Government,and have
thus driwn forth from the Imperial Government a frank
and friendly answer, it i* only proper that you should now
inform M Drouyn de L'Huys that hi* note has been sub¬
mitted to the President, and that he is gratified with the
explanation* it gives of tfce present policy of the Eu>p*ror
in regaid to trie United ftate* You ar* authorized, also,
to in'orm M. Drouyn de L'Huys Ihat; this Government de¬
sires now, no less sincerely than it has always doue, to re-
taiu and fortify it* traditional relation* with France, and
tba' every iroceeding which it aball have occasion to take
in the conduct of in!erija'i>'nal affairs shall manifti.it that
"piriand no other. You are autQor zed further to *ay to
M Drr uyn de L'Huys th*t this Government sppreciate*
the asiuranco which the Emperor has giten ua of hi* wil-
lii gnes* at a fuime time, if iuvited by it, to render his good
offices towards forwarding a termination of the civil war
in which we are so unhappily engaged, and that this as¬
surance is received a* a fresh demonstration of the same

good-will and cordial friendship to our c >untry upon
which this Uovernnent and the American people have *o

constantly relied.
I am, *;r, your obedient servant,

WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
To Wm. L. Dayton, Eeq., &c &c. Ac.

Mr. Doyton to Mr. S*ward..[Extract ]
Paris, December 23. 1862.

8tr : Your despatch of December 5tb (No. 265) is re¬
ceive.!.
Y<u limply acknowledged th« receipt of my despatch of

November 18th, (No. 227,) and say that, 41 having already
indicated the ciuraw which the President has decided to
adopt concerning the late pre ceeding of the French Gov¬
ernment, it is unnecessary for me now to review the note
which, in ihe absence of instiuctioni, you [1] have written
t» M Drouyn de L'Huys."

I h *.d supposed that that note, a* it did not assume to
indicate any policy but merely to »um up briflr the suc-
reases of . nr army an ! governmental resource!, in the
hopes of its huv ng wegbt in any future deliberation of
th a Government, could n it fail at least to meet the ap¬
probation of ibe Department. My general instructions io
reference to the subject-matter w« re Rioat ample, and I had
hr Id verbal conference with M. Drouyn de L'Huys on the
subject bef-re. ITe told me w bat he bad done, aad I c< uld
answer wh n perhaps the Government oould not. Tbe
emergency, I thought, not only jn»titi«d but required that,
iu view of tbe pos.ible future I should put my verbal tug
ge«tions iu writiog, As one useful result, at all events. I
have :eceived the important communication of Mr Drouyn
de L Huys of November last,a copy of whtcb accompanied
my d-sptitch No. 231 I may aid, also, that I felt that it
was bu* just to myself that mv couutryinen, Hi well as tbe
Government, sliou'd see and know that I ha 1 not fniled,
iu the crisis which had occurred, fairly to represent its
condition . . .

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WM. L. DAYTON.

His Excellency WILLIAM II 8ewaRD,
bcctt t*ry of 8We, &c. 4^c. <Lc.

Mr. Sitcard lo Mr. Dayton..[ Extract ]
Department or State,

Washington, January 9, 1%3
Fir : Your despatch of December 23d (No 246) has

been loihinitted to the President. My recent despatches,
especially No. 260, will have relieved you, I trust, of any
concern abrut the caution which the President thought if
prudent to observe, iu the first instance, in relation to the
note which you a4'tre**fd (n M. Drouyu de L'Huys imrne

diately after the publication of his correspondence with
ihe Governments of Great Britain and Russia in relation
to a proposed armistice was mad* The note was oppor¬
tune, and was judiciously conceived, and it has produced
gratifying remits, ? » . .

I am, sir, your »b< dient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

To William L. Dayton, Esq , Ac. Ac. Ac.

Mr. Dayton to Mr. Seward..[Extracts.]
Paris, January 15, 1H03

f ik: A despatch will shortly be sen^ by M Drouyn de
L'Huys to M. Mercier, requesting htm to suggest to you,
on a suitable occasion, the propriety of sppoiutiog c >ui-

m s-inner* to treat with the South for peace, ind for
union, it po sibte; tf not possible, for such t^rms of sepa¬
ration as may b« mutually agfeed upon.
This communication was submitted by M Drouyn de

L'Huys to the Emperor on the 9>.li instant, and returned to
bim by the Emjeror yesterday.
The despatch Answers what is supposed would bare

been the ohj -ctioot to a proposal for an armistice or me

diation. i'lrsj It pfo» n es. it says, no interference of any
kind by a foreign rower. Wecond. ft 4*5 notre<jojre pr
ask any cessat on of Lostibtles pending the negotiation,
but, lik" the negotiation for pe»c< iu 1783 between n» and
Great Britain, permits every thing to proceed as if no

efforts for o sett'eimnt were being made . . . .

I am, str, your obedient servant,
W. h. DiYTOtf.

His Eiceller.cy Wm. H. Seward.
Secretary of State, Ac Ac.

Mr. L Iiu.t to M. Merrier..[ Translation.]
Department op Foreign Aefa;rjj,

Political Ditisv n. Paris, January 9, 1863.
6lR If, in forni'Bg the purpose ef assisting, by tbe prof¬

fer of our good offices t<> shr rten the period of those hos¬
tilities which are desolating the Amer.can continent, we
had not been guided, beyond all, by th« friendship which
*Cttiat<'S the Government of the Emperor in regard to the
United Ktatcs, tbe little dicers of our overtures might
. hill the interest with wbtep we plow the fluctuations of
this contest, But the sentiment to which w* have yieidod
is too sincere for indifference to find fi plnce in oui thoughts,
and that we would cease to he painfully afTected whilst the
war continues t'» rage We cannot regard without pro¬
found regret this war, w^rse tfyau civil, comparable to the
most terrible distractions of the arioiei t Republics, and
whose disasters multiply in proportion to tbe losotrnea and
the valor which cach of the belligerent parties d^e'op.

'1 he Government of his Msjesty have, therefore, t*-
r ously eiamined the objections which have bfen made to
us, where we have suggested the idea of a friendly media¬
tion, »nd we have asktd ourselves whether fciey %fe trjjly
of a i.f.ture to set nside as premature every tentative to a

lecoriciliatiori. Qii one part has be n opposed to us the
repugnance of the Unit*-# Mate* f<> KfJaiU the intervention
nt foreign influ -i.ee in th» dispute1 on the other the hbJ>»Swhich the Ko.ieral O ifernment has not abandoned, of at-
tainii g its solution Ky force of arms.

Assuredly, sir, recmirae to the good office* of one or
more neutral I'.wers Contains nothing Incompatible With
the pride so legitimate amidst a great imtioa, and wars
purely international are not thoae alone whiOh ftofniah el-
an>ples of ihe useful character of mediation. We flatter
ourselves, besides, that in proffering to pWee ourselves at

tb« dspt»a! of the belligerent parties to facilitate between
tlijui iiegi t ntiors, tli« basis of which which we abstaiu
from pr-judging, hd uave manifested to the patriot iam of
Ike United States all tbe considerations to which it is en¬
titled. now perhaps still umre than ever, after such a uew

proof of moral force and energy. We are none the less
ready, amid the withes which wo form in favor of peace,
to take iuto account all susceptiOil.ties of national feeling,
aud we do not at all quueslion the right of the Federal
Government to decline the co-operation (roneours) of the
great maritime Powers of Europe.
But this co epilation, is it n<*t the only means which

offers itself to tue Cabinet of Washington to hasten the
close of the war? And if it believes that it ought to repel
any foreigu nit* rvnitu n, could it not houorably accept the
idea of direct informal conference! [pourpartem] wiih the
uuthority which may represent the States of the South.
The Federal Government does no despair, we know, of

giving a m<>re active impulse to hostilities; its sacrifices
have not exhausted its resources, still less its perseverance
and its steadfastness. Tho protraciio i of the atrugv'e. in
a word, has not thaken its confidence in the definite suc¬
cess of its effort*. lJut the openirg of informal conferences
between the belligerent part'ts does not necessarily imply
the immediate Crasation of hostilities. Negotia'ions about
peace aie not always the consequence of a suspension of
wariare; they precede, on the contrary, mine often the es¬
tablishment of a truce. How many times have we not
seen plenipotentiaries ineqt, exchange c mmunirations,
agree upon nil the essential provisions of treaties, re¬
solve, in fine, the question even of peace or war, wbiUt
the letders of armies continued the s'rif.« a-id endeavored
even to the latest moment to modify by force of arms the
conditions of peai*e ? To recall only one memory, drawn
from the history of the United Sta'es.the negotiations
which consecrated their indepeu^ence were commeuced
I'ng before hostilities had ceased in the New World, and
the armistice was not e.»tabli«hed until the act of 30th
November, 1862, which uod-r the namo of provisional
articles embraced in advance the piiacipal clauses of the
defiuitive treaty of 1783

Nothing, therefore, would hinder the Government of the
United folates, without renouncing th« advantage which
it believes it can attain by the continuation of the war,
from entering upon inf rmal conferences with the Con¬
federates of the South, in caee they should show them¬
selves di>posed thereto. Representatives or ommisaiouers
of the two pa>tie» c >uUl aoseuible at such point as it should
be deemed piop-r to designate, «»d whiih could, for this
purpose, be declared n utral. Reciprocal complaints
would be examined into at tbis meeting In place of th*
accusations which North and South mutually cast upon
each other at tbii time, w< uld be aubst'tutad an argumen¬
tative discussion of the lateres's which divide them. They
would seek out by in-a s of well ordered and profound
deliberations whether these ioterests are definitively irre¬
concilable.whether separation is an extreme which can
no linger be avO'd'd. or whether the memories of a com¬
mon existence, whether the tie-i of any kind which have
made ot the North arid ot tbe fcioulh one sole and whole
Federative State, and have borne tbem on to so high a

degree of prosperity, are not more powerful than the causes
which have piuc#d arms in tbe hands of the two popula¬
tions. A negotiation, the oVject of which w< u'd be thus
determinate, would not involve any of tbe objections ra sed
against tbe diplomatic iutei vintiori of Europe, and,without
giving bir.h to the same hopes ns tbe immediate conclu¬
sion ot an armistice, would exercise a happy influence on

the march of events.
Why, tberrf.-re, should not a combination wLicb re¬

spects all the relations of tbe United States obtain tin
approbation of the Federal Government ? Persuaded ou

mr part that it. is in conformity with their tiue interests
we do not htsitate to recommend it to tbeir attention;
and, not having sought in the project of a mediation of tbe
maritime Powers of Europe any vain display of influenc",
we would applaud, with entire freedom !>. m all suscepti¬
bility of selfesteem, tb«> opening of a negotiation which
woul i invite the two populati »ns to discuss, without tho
co-operatiou ot Eumpe, the solution of th-ir diff renews.

I req iest y.iu, sir, to give th s imsunnc* to the Cabinet
of Washington, while commending to its wisdom counsels
dictated by most ?incere interest in the prosperity of tbe
United States. You are moreover authorised, if Mr.
Seward txpretsei the w»h, to leave with him a copy of
tbis despatch.

Accept, sir, the assuranco of my high consideration.
DROUYN DE L'HUYS.

To M. Mkrcier, Minister of France at Washington.

Mr. £eicard to Mr. Pnyton.
Dr.PARTMF.NT OF STATK,

Washington, F<bru<iry 6. 1*363.
.Sir : The intimation given in your despatch of January

15-h (No. 25f>) that I might expect a special vi»it from M.
Mercter has been reilizd He rallrd on the 3 I instant,
and gave me a copy of tt despatch which b* had just then
rec ived from M. Drouyn do L'Huys under thu date of the
9ih of January.

I have taken the president's iqitruetiotis, and I now

proct-ed to give yon hia views upon the aubject iu queation.
It ha* be n considered with teiiou-no**, resulting from

the reflection .that the people of France are known to be
fttulileaa sharers with the American nation in the misfor¬
tunes and calamilica of our unhappy c vil war; nor do we

on this, any in- re than on other occasions, forget the tra¬
ditional friendship < f the two countries, which we unhesi¬
tatingly be'ieve has inapired the counsels, that M. Drotiyn
do L'Huys has imrarttd.
He aayj, "the F<-der<d Government does not despair, we

' know, of giving tu ire active impulse to hostilitiesand
4 again h- remark* " the protraction of the struggle, in a
' word, has not ihak-n the co (}d< ncs (of the Federal Oo-
' vemment) in the definitive success of ita efforts."
Theae pa'iug«« a *rui to me to do uti ntenl.onal it justice

to the liuguago, wht ther c >ti6d«-uli»l or public, in which
this Government liaa constat.tly apoken ou the sub) -ct of
the war. Il ceita n'y baa h*d and avowed only o. e< pur¬
pose.t determinati on to preaerve the intgrity of the
couniry. Ho far Iroui ndu.it-ing any laxity of effort, or be
traying any despond-ncy, the Goverumeut his, ou the con¬

trary, borue it-elf cheerfully iu all vici-situJes with un¬

wavering confidence iu an early and compl-te tr.amph of
the national c»u»e. Now, when we a*e, in a m inner, iu
vited by a friendly Pow<;r to review tbetwen y one montba'
h story of the conflict, we Aid no occasion to abate that
confi et.ee. 'I br >ugh i*t<;h au alternation of ?.<* oriea and
defeats as is the appointed Incident of every war, the land
and natal f. rces of the United States have steadily ad-
vai Cfd, reclaiming irom the iDitirgents th . p irla, fori*, and
posta which they bad treacherously aeizeJ brf-n thes rife
actually began, a id even brf.ie it was seriously appre¬
hended. 8<> many of the Stitefc and d strict* which the iu-
aurgeots includ <1 in the fi*ld of their pr<jected exclusive
alavfho'ding dominions have a ready been re-established
under the fl*g of the Union, that they now retain only the
State* of Georgia, Alabama, and Te*«, with half of Vir¬
ginia, half of North Carolina, two tbir<|* of South Carolina,
half of Mississippi. and on^-third reapeciivt ly of Arkansas
and Louisiana The national forces h >ld even this email
teiritory iu cl< se blockade and sieg*.
Thia Governin n , if required, d e« pot hpsitate to snb-

mit it* achievement* t<> ill- teat of comparoon ; and it
Diaiqtaina that in no put of tho world, and in no times, an-

cientor modern, I a< a n h ion, wh n rendered ail unready for
combtt by the orjoy inent ofeighty years of almost unbroken
peace, ao quick y awakened at th« alarm of sedition, put
forth energies ao vigorous, and achieved successes ao signal
and effective as those which have marked the progr. *« of
thia content ou tho part ot the Un on.

M I)r.'iiyn a- L'Huys, I Var. ha- tak n other I glit than
the c<irrespi".n le c* of this Government, for his guidance
in ascertaining i s temper and firiun- k- He bin probably
read of divisions of sentim- nt among those whoh Id th' m
selves forth as organ* of public opinion here, ant has given
to them au undue importance. It is to be remembered
that Uiis is ^ Mation of tbiriy millions, civilly d.tided In'o
forty toe Bute* and Terrilories, which cover an expanse
hardly lest than Europe ; that the peo,.le are a j ure demo,
cracy, exercising eveiy where the utmost free loin of
sp(ech and t-uffrage; that a great crin neceaiauly pro¬
duces vehement ns well as p.ofi und debate, with sharp
aoilisjons uf individual, and i»jcU .rial interests, s-nti-
no nts, and ambit ons ; and that this br»t of o >ntrovi ray is
inerea ed by tbe inter vent on of speculations, interests,
prejudices, i.nd passions from every other part of the civil-
tied world It is, h"Wever, through sneh dehat. s that the
agreement of the natio i up n any subject is habitually at-
t*ined, its r»s lutions foroi-d, and ;ts p.licy est-»l)li«hed
While theie ha« been tr.ueh differenee of popular pmion
and favor concerning the ag>Mita who shall carry on (be
war, the piinciples on whirh it shull be waged, and the
means with which it shall be prosecuted, M Drouyn de
L'tluy* ht* « i»l) to refer to the statute-book of Con«re»s
and the Kxerut "» ordmanrfi t" I nrn that the national
acflvitv baa hitherto be-n, snd yev i*, as efficient as tHtt of
any o'her nal.i n, whatever i's form of u< veri in nt, evei1
was, under circumst<i c-s of eq ially grave imp >rt to its
peace, safety, ami welfare Not one voice has been rn sed
a y where, out, of the immediate fi Id of Ihe In-nrreetion,
in lavor of fotcign intervention, of mediati. n, of arbitra¬
tion, or of comoromis*. with the relinquish m» nt, of "ne f^cfe
o| tti** natioi i.l dom i|n, or tj.i' aurren ler of e».*n one >n-
stitutional franchise At the sain" time, it is manifest to
the world tbst our r a> u ces are y. t abn idant, and nur
en dit adequate to the existing emergency.
What M. Ur iiyn de L'Huys supweat^ i« tbattkU Gnyern

ip^pt s^all fppolut QOtnmi4«iop«'fk to meet, on neiitral
ground, co»»i}s<loners of the liiiurgents. l(e supposes
that in Ibe conferences to bp thus h-M r«»eipio(ial com-
plaints o utd be d|seii*se<t, and 11 plane of the aoousations
wticb the North and South now rn'iiU' lly tu«t upop each
other ;he conferees would be engaged with discussions of
the interest* whirh divide them. He assumes, further,
that tiiM 0oa)mi»|ioners would »eck, hv m-ans of well-
oider <1 arid pr ifonnd d--l.beratlon, wiie ber th se Interests
are defiri'tively iireenncilable. whether aeptralion is an

extreme that can no longer be avoided, or wbeiher t^e
memrtfKs of a e« jprr n existence, the t| s of every kind
whirb have irmde «>f the North and theii uthotoe whole
Federative Htate, at.d have borne tbem on to so higb a

flegr»eof pio«perity,are not. moie powerful than the causes

whirh have placed aims in the bands of the two population*
The Suggestion is not an extraordinary one, and it raffty

well have be>n th- tight by the Kinperor of the French, in
the earnestness of his benevolent desire for the restoration

of peace, a feasible one. But when M Drouyn de L'Huy* |.ball 0'*tue to review it in 11« light in which it must J"®***gtrily bo examined fa this c untr/ I think ho can hardly
foil to peroeive Wat it anoint* to uothiug leaa thau a pro
position that, wh le thia (Joveroiue it i» engaged 111 aiM'"
proaaiug an arined iuaurrecti >n, with the purpoae ol insiu-

taiuing the oouitiluUiiU.il national au hor.ty, aud preserving
tho integrity ot tho country, it shall euter into diplomaticdiscussion with the insurgent* upou lie questions whether
that authority rhall uot be renounced, and whether the
country *hall uot be Slivered over to diauuion, t» be
quickly followed by ever increasing anarchy.

If it were possible for the G verumout or the United
States to compromise the uatioual authority ao tar as to
enter iuto such d^bites, it ia not easy to perceive what
good reaulta cou d bo obtained by th in.
Tbe ctuniuiitioutfri a^ie« in recouiuitMiuin# i*itoer

that the Union .ball stand, or that it Khali be voluntarily
diaaolved j or else they must 1-ave ti e vital question un-
aottled, to ab.de at hut tho fortunes of the *ar. I ne (iov-
ernment haa not abut c ut knowletg* of the preae t
temper, anv more thau of the paat purposes of the
v^nU. There ia not the leant ground to suppo.o that the
controling actois would be persuaded at thia in ment. by
auy arguments which uat oual coauuis'oouers could oiler
to forego the ambition that haa impi 11 d tlieai to the dis¬
loyal po-ition they are occupy iug. Any coiniuia-i uera
who tttioulJ ba apuoiuteti by itieaa actori, or ibr ui» i j®*1*1*dictatiou or influence, must euter the conference imbued
with the apiril unJ pledged to th* personal fortune* ol the
iuaurgeut chief*. The loyal people iu the iuaurr. etiouary
State* would be uuheard, and any off-r ot peace by thin
Government, ou tho condition of the ma nt- nance of the
Union, must necessarily b^ rejected.
On the other baud, aa I have already intimated, thin wo¬

ve rumen t hu* uot ibe leaal thought of alinquWhing the truat
which baa be-n confided to it by the nation under the moat
solemn of al political function*; and it it hud any such
thought, it would »iill have abuudtnt reanon to know that
pe<tce propnaed at tho coat ot dis.olu'iou would be irome
diately, uure*ervedly, and indignamly rejected by the Ame¬
rican people. It ia a great mistake th.it European atat -a-
meo make, if they »uppoe thi* people are demoralized
Whatever, in the ciso of an insurrection, th» people ol
Frauce, or ol Great Britain, or of Switzerland, or ol the
Netherlands would do to wive their national existence, no
matter how the strife m gli! be regard-d by or mightfltlect
loreigu nationa, i'iot so much, and ovrtdnly no less, the
people of the United S-ates will do, if neees*«ry to save for
f.e common benefit the region which i* bound-d by the
Pac fijand Ihe Atlantic coa*'*, and by the *hoiea of ih"
Gulf* ol St Lawrence and Mexico, tojeth- r with .he fiee
and common navigation of the Rio Grande, Mis* uti. Ar-
kauaai, Miaaiaaippi, Ohio, St. Lawrence, Hudson, Deli-
w»re, Potomac, and other natural highway* by which ibis
laud, which to them ia at ouce a land of inbeiltanco and a

laud of promi*e, i* openei and watered Even it the agent*
ol the Auiericau people now « xerc:*mg their power *hnii < ,

through tear or faction, lall below this keght of the na
tionil virtu", they would bo speedily. yet constitutional y,
replaced by oihera of *terner character and patriotism.I muat be allowed to say, also, that M. Drouyn de
L'fluy* err* iu hi* description of the partita to the prf**"*conflict. We have here, in tbe political seme, no North
and South, no Northern and Southern Stater W e have
au meurrectionary par y. which is located chiefly upon aur

adjacent to the abo:e of the Gulf of Mexico; and w»* avj,ou the other hrnd, a loyal people who constitute not only
Northern State*, but also Eastern, Midd e, Western, and
Southern State*

, .,. , .
,I have on many occaaions heretofore submitted to the

French Goverument th^ President's views of th^ intereits,
and the ideas more eff-ct;ve tor the titfie ihan , ven mter-
ecta, which lie at the bottom ot tho .letermination ol tt
American Government snl people to miintun the ]>ed ral
Union. Ihe President ha* d<»ne the same thing in h *

mecsige* and other pubic declaration*. I r» i ain, tl ere-
fore, from reviewing that hrgument tn c >!inexif»n wi h the
' XMr IjluJn de L'lluy* draw* to bit u"d the cnnW.-nce*
which took pUce between the Coloniea ami Great Britain
in our Revolutionary War. He will al ow u. toesau.ue
that ac i >u in the eris * ol a natmn mua acc «rd with its
neeessi ies and tLerelore cin seldom be con orined to pie-
cedent' Great Br.tain, whenenteiing on the negotiations,
hid manifestly com« to entertain doubt* ol her uUioiate|!ucce<*; ai d it .* certa n that the conne h «f the
Col->dies could n»t fa.l to lake n w courag", if not to gaui
other advantage when the parent State compromised so

far as to treat of peice on the terms of c .nced.ng their in-

d'?n*d uSe ind-ed that peace imM ci nie at some tune
nod that conference* must nttend, if they are no

to precede the pac fication There -s. however, a better
form for such conferences than ihe o .e wtiich M y
de L'Huj* sugicst*. The latter 7T''.)Ja states aud wouWrogation of the Constitution o. the United ^Mes. and wou.a
carrv no we ght because desti-U'e <>f the a 11STCd Xrtb. 4»!..y.l or Ik. I..J.IoL.ule On tbe other band, the Congress ot the United
Stite* fumUbes a constitutional forum lor debates b-
tween the alienat-d pa-tins Senators and Represents
Uvea from tbe loyal porti..o of tbe
freely empowered to conf r ; and aeata also *re vacaor,
and inv.t-.Sg Senators and RepTesentatiTe. ^ th.sdl^t nted Dirty w h > may be constitotionally sent tbere Troni the1Stt d m th, i..ur,ertiu,K

which C.II tbu. b. held in Conjrw. h»»e
«.er .h, ,b,t could d »«£of M Drouyn de L Huys, n-imely : lhat the Co n ,

it w^re thought wise, could cajl a au'the'svleiBni-adopt its recommenda'ions. and give them all
ty aud binding force of orgamc law. Smh c""'
between tbe aliouated parte, maybesaidtohave al ay'begin. Maryland, Virgn.a, Kentucky, 1. n»ess. e. and

uri.State* which are cla med by the
ire already represented in C- ngreas, andIsubiu t ng «¦> b
perfect freedom and in a proper »p nt their advice uponThecoma best ealeuUt'd to bring about, m tbe^sb-^rift I
time, a firm. Ia.t.ng, ami b<«orab!e peace.
t:ves have be n sent al.o fiom Louisiana, aud others are

understood to be coming from Arkansas.
There is a preponderating argument in favor . 1 the C n

g es-ional form ol conrereocc ovQr that which i*
bv M Drouyn de L'Huis, namely, that white an hC.es-

al.n to tbe latter wou'd bring this Governmrnt into a com
cuneue^ with tbe insurgent* in d.-r girding and reMmga"i leau import part dt th . Constitution olJh^ UwWS ate* and so would he of p.-m cious example, ih. Lou
are*sn>nal convince, on the contrary, pre- rve- mid u-vea
new strength to that .acred writ.ng which mus' «|J»ta,uethrough future ag^s the sheet anchor ..f thc KcPubl.C_You will be at liberty to read tins despatch to M .Dr.i^yn
de L'Huv*. *nd to give him a c<»py if he »hall desire it.
To the end that you n.ay be informed of the * hole ease,

I transmit a copy of M. Drouyn de L H'iy>> a d. .patch.
H SEWARD

WASHINGTON ITEMS DISPATCHED NORTH.

1HK IKV OPPOSITION ORGANISATION.
Tbe confirming power of tho Government is ready for

the nominations to <ffic* th*t are relied on to build up tte

newlf-batched Democratic-Republican Conservative party;
ready, but not hospitable.

OKN. COCIIRANR AKD GRN. BURNfHDP.'S PLANA.
Who.i examined by the Committee on the Conduct of

the War in regard to hi* allg-d interference with the
plan* and movement* of Oen. Burnside, Gen. John Coch¬
rane testified that he, at thu time of h<i intervew with
the Pieaident, ;c oj no plant, and could not tpduk of
any, nor wittiogly interfere with any contemplated niovc-

merits of the army, because be was not nware of any. He
had aimply, un ler the pie«suro of a sense of duty, com¬

municated to tbe President facts within bis kn.wlodge ie-

*pecting the feelings, opinions, and condition of a portion
of the array He said be sho^d hiv<; thought it little lets
than treafonabie to have repressed those facts at Ihi criti¬
cal period whrn he communicated them.

NOMINATIONS.
The President to-day nominated Brigadier Oeqeta'a

Stouftn-.n and Hufns to be &^sior Q-ne^als. He bia also
sent in a list of %t>out one hundred and fifty Hospital Chap¬
lains, mo»t of whi m have already been drawing pay tor
several month*. The Military Com mttee will probably
report againot them.

roMMANDF.R PRRNLV.
Commander Prpb!e( recently dism;a»ed from the nnvy

fur p-rmitting the entrance of the rebel steamer Oreto
info Mobile, haa teen nominated f >r restor* tion to h a lank
in the >ervice. Com. Roger Perry haa also been nomi¬
nate I lor restoration to rank.

AFFAIR" <N UTAH.
Tie rrp.,t of the Committee on Tcrritotiea mado by

PenaW Wad# to-day, in answer to a resolution, shows thnt
the Utah L- g stature anpprcssaM the m^a^e of Hh» Gov-
ernor of t^a;. Territor) ; th«» no freedom ;»i sum-ano i« al¬
lowed or opprisiton tol^r6t«d in opp >»ition to the church
jHjjnitarie* i t»at poty*»my i' practiced to tne extent «»f
incest; that there ia m. I»w giving redreaa to the «tm*e<ot
the marriage relation; and the M"UR"ri3 "re openly inimt-
e«l to th- Uoyejoment of the United Htatea, th> iitfh, in po¬
pular phrase, steadfast adherents to the Constitut on.

biixs to dk rkpor^f.d.
It.il- have been prepaied, and only want an opportunity

to be iepi>rt«..d, from the A, Jeot Committee on Kmmcipa-
tjon, apuropiistrng #10 000,000 for tt e nh dishment of silv¬
ery in Marylanlj $l,.r»O0OO0 to W.«t»»rn Virgi, i*, and
9450,000 lo DtHware tor mm lar purpo ea in those Htatea.
Tho Committee t.ave nl«o agreed up >n a bill to establish a

B ard of Emigration ami Colonisation in eorine -tion with
the War Deptnment.

SUPPRESSION or NRWSPArRRS.
The country may be r ingra'ulated upon the prospect of

a Governmental repression of th* eirmlation through tbe
Ai my of the PotonrAc of the disloyal daily sewapap. rs ot

NeWYolk«lt>. - ' .

THE LATE NAVAL FIGHT IN THE OULF.
Lieut. Com. Blake, who was in command of theUuited .

State* steamer liatt ra« at tbe time of her late encounter
with tbe Confederate steam* r Alabama in the Golf of
Mexico, has fi rwarded to tbe Navy Department the »ub >

joined official leport of that uufortunate aflair:
United Stateh Consulate,

Kindlon, Jumaict, January 21, 1063.
Hon GlUEON WELI.E8, Secretary of Navy.
Sin ' It is uiy painful duty to iuforiu the Department of

the deduction of tbe United States Steamer Hatteraa, re- ,

criitly under my command, by the Confederate ateamei
Atab.iu ou the night of tbe lltb ins'nn*, off tbe coast ot

The circumstances of tbe sad disaster are aa
fellows:
Upon tbe afternoon of thellth instant, at half-past 3

o'clock, while lit anchor, in company with the fleet under
Couiuiodor* ? tt Ottlvetton, leXM, I ordered, by
a tigual from the United grate* flugtbip Brooklyn, to chtw^a an>l to the southward and eastward.

I got under way immediately, aud steamed with all »peeuin the direction indicated. Alter some time tbe stiangesail could be aeen from the Haftotas, and waa aae*rtaiued
to be n steamer, which fact I communicated to the flagship ,

by signal
,I continued tbe chase, and rapidly gained on tho suspi-cious vesst 1 Knowing the blow rate of »peed of the Hat-

teras, I at once autjected that diceptiou waa being pruc-
tiaed, and hence ordered tbe abip to be cleared for action,
with every thing in readiness for a determined attack and
a < igoroua deleuce. When within about four miles of tbe
vessel, I observed that she had ceatad to sleain and wee
lying .. broadsidd on " awaiting us. It was nearly seven
o'clock, nnd quit« dark, but, notwi.haUnding the obscu.ity

^of the night, 1 felt a;sured from tbe general character of
the veasel and Ler manoeuvring that I should soon encounter
the rebel stenmer Alabama.

Bjing able to work but four funs up one aide of the «Hatteraa.two short ;12-poUiiders, one 30 pounder rifled
1'arrott gun, a id one 20-pi under rifled gun.I cocc'uded
to elrae with her, in or.ier that my guns might be effective
it ncceesary I c »nie w.thin easy speaking range, (about
re^enty fne yards,) and upon asking, " What steamer is
that?" received tbe answer, "Her Britannic Majeaiy ¦
,ljip Vixen." 1 replied that I would send a boat aboard,land ilium diut* ly gave the ordir.

tIn the mean time th« stranger waa endeavoring to gam
a desirable p sition for a raking fire. Almost simultane¬
ously w.tb the ''piping away" of the boat, tbe strangercraft again repli»d, "We aie tbe Confederate ateamer
Alabama," which waa accompanied with a broadside. 1 at
the ».ame moment returned tbe fire.

>«Bring km are of the many vulnerable points of the Hatte-
ras, L Lop* d bycl»siu| with the Alabamito be able to board
her, and thus rid the seas of tbis piratic <1 craft I steered
directly tor the Alabama, but she waa enabled by her greatspeed, and the foulness of tbe bottom of the Hatteraa, and .

c nseqnently her diminisbeJ Bpeed, to thwart my attempt,when I bad joined a distance of but thirty yards of her.
At ibis range musket and pit-tol shots were exchanged, and
the firing continued with great vigor on both sides. At §'
length a nhell entered amidsbip in tbe hold, setting fire to
it sod at the same iustaut, as I can hardly divide the time,
a shell pa-sed through tin " sick bay," exploding ui an ad-
joiuinif compariment, also producing fire ; another entered -

the cylinder, filling the engine-room aud deck with steam,and depriving me of all power to manoeuvre tbe vessd, .

or to work the pump, upon which tbe reduction of the fire
depended. ¦

With tbe vessel ou fire in two places, aud beyond human
power a bopel s« wieek upon tbe water, with her walking
beam shot away aid her engiue rendered useless, 1 »till
maintained an active fire, with a double hope of disabling
I lie Alabama or of attracting the attention of the fleet off
Galveston, wh cb was «#uly twenty-eight milea distant.

It was s< on reported to me that tie sheila had entered
the Hat'eras at tbo water line, tearing off entire sheets of
iron, aud that the water was tusbing in, utterly defying
every attempt to remedy the evil, and that she was rapidlysinking.

j .*Learning this melancholy truth, and observing that the
Alabama was on my port bow, entirely beyond range of
my guns, doubtless preparing for a raking fire of the decks,
I lelt that I had no right to sacrfre uselessly and without
any desirable result the lives of all under my command.
To prevent t ie b'owiog up of tbe Hatteraa from the fire,which was making much progress, I ordered the magazineto be fla .ded. and afterwards a lee gun to be fired. The

Alibama then asked if assistance was desired, to which an
affirmative answer was given.

1 lie Hatteraa wm now rspidly g"ing down, and in order
to save tbe lives of my < fficers and oono, 1 caused the arm¬
ament on the port side to be thrown overboard. Had I
uoi done so, I am confident tbnt the vessel would bare <
gone down with many brave hearts and valuable h**«. Af-
t r considerable delay, jcaus- d by a report that a ateamer
was seen c ming from Galveston, the Alabama sent ua as¬
sistance ; a-.d I have the pleasure to inform the Depart¬
ment that every livii g being was conveyed safely from the
Hatteras to tbe A'atama
Ten m;nut-ia after leaving the Halteras abe went down,bow first, with h*r p«nuant at her masthead, with all her

m-jskets and stores of every character; tbe enemy not be- .

II g able, owing to her rapid sinking, to obtain a sir gle
weapon. The battely upon the Alabima, brought into
action against the Halteras, numbered sevea gun«, eoua at-
ing of four long 32 pounders, one 100-pounder rifled gun,
one fiH pounder, and one 24-pounder rifled gun.
The great superiority of the Alabama, with her power¬ful battery, and her uiachmeiy, &c., under tbe water line,

most be'at once recognised by the Department, wh*> are
familiar w.th tl o constiuctiou of the Hatteraa, and her
totat ui fltne s for a contest with a regularly built veasel-of-
war. The distance between the Hatteraa and the Alabama
durii g tie actiou vari»d fro in twenty-five to one bundled
>ard Neaily fifty »U> ts wore fired from the Uattersi,and I pfetnme a greater number liotn the Alabama.

L desire to reier to tbe efficient and active mauoer in
which Actio* Master Henry Poiter, executive officer, per-loiined bis duty. The conduct of Aaaiatant 8wrge*>n Ed-
waid 8. Mat'hews, both duiing the action and afierwarda,in n?tei tmn to the wounded, demand-) my unqmlified com¬
mendation. I would also bnng to the favorable notice ef
the Department Actn g Masur's Mate F. J. MoGratft,temporarily peif-rming duty as guoner. Owing to the
darkness of the night and tbe peculiar construction of ibe
Hiitteia*, I »m ablo only to refer to the eouduet of those
officeis who came under my especial attention, but from
the chaiaoter of the contest and the amount ot damagedone to the Alabama. 1 bave personally no reason to believe
that aoy < ff;cer failed in his duty. To tbe men of tbe Hat-
teias I cannot g>ve too much praise; Ik-ir enthusiasm and
bearing was of tho highest oider.

I enclose the report of As-jstanl Surgeon Edward 8.
Matthews, by which you will observe that five men have
teen w iinidv.l «nd t*o killed; the mis.iug.tt is hoped,have retch'd the fleei at Galveston.

i1 shall communicate to the Department in a separatereport th* m ivements of myself and command from the
time of Mir transfer to the Alabama until the departure efthe earliest iuai\ from tbis place to the United 8Utes.

I ain very respectfully, your obedieot servant,
H. C. Blakk,

Lieutennrit C< mmauder U- S. Nary.

THE ALABAMA AT KINGSTON.
From the Kin# ion (Jamaiem) Journal of January 22.
The Confederate ateamer-of war Alabama, eight gum,Opt. Hcmtni a, arrived at Fori Royal onTueaday ev uii g,January 20, from a crime, hhe repofta having captuiedai,»l dt-alro)cd the Federal gunboat Hatteraa off Galveston.

The fficera an>t crew, on* hundred and aixty-five men ia
all, are on board the Alabama, which called in to land I hem
and obtain aupi>h»a
The obj-ci «>f I he Alabama'* viait waa aoon made kiown.

It a| p-ara that »he »m hard pre«acd by tbe fleet aent out
for her capture, and when off Oalvraton Commodore
Hemmea conceived the p'nn of making one of the Intended
deaolatora deaolate. Trie gunboat Hatteraa waa in foil
chaae, and the Alabama tb n turned head and pretendedtube runnii g away, and thua d ludfd her pursuer into
In lowing np the cha<e. At laat abe turned round anil pie-pared for battle, *eudi"g into the Hatteru a broadside,which a link h>r in thirteen minute*. She took offt*e offi¬
cer* and crew and catiie into P.irt Royal for the ptrpot*nf landing tbem- They were handed over to tbe America*
Conaul, ani} Scmme* then proceeded to Spanish Town to
obtain the Lieutenant (Jovermir'a permiaaion to refit his
. I ip before leaving Another atatenient ia that abe carried
French color* and only made known who abe malty »aa
when *he came up with ike Hatteraa and waa prepared to
give her a broadside. 'J he Alabama haa certainly btrn
*rrtrrly riddled.
The Alabama ia consigned to Measrt. Charea I.ety Sl Co.,of thia city, and ia now receiving «o#U, Ac., at Port Uoyal,from Me»ara. T. D. $ Co

Fr^m tks. Kingtlon Standard ofJmnunry 24
We have been r*<jue ted to atate that Capt. Hemne*,

of Ihe Confederate *t»au»er-of-war Alabama, will be at tbo
Commercial hie-iange at twelve o'clock to-day, and vuM
receive the reapec'a of any gentleim'b who may be deair-
ou« of meeting him.

From ihr Standard of January
According to announcement Capt. Summon, of tbe Con¬

federate htate« ateainer-of-#ar Alabama, waa introduced
on Saturday, at noon, to a number of werehaota and other
gentlemen ol thia city at the CnnunTcial Exchange. Tbe
room wa« crowded to exceaa, and after the gallant Captainbad b. en Cordially welcomed, three cheera were prop« aed
for Captain Hemim a and Ihe Alabama, which were luatilj
rci-p mil d to, upon which the Captain retnrned the com¬
pany hi* gra'elul thank* for the reception h» had met with
in an eloquent »peerh, in tbe course ol which he refeifed
to the great atruggln at preaant going on in America, aa
.uring liia htarera that tbe Conle<leratrt Stale* w« re
deermined to proaecute the war, n/f fur tkr frprtnationofflavrry, but for their independi nee, and for ftiMradfi
inlKrrourtf with nil th* world. Three more cheora wern
given for Captain 8< nimea and tb* Alabama, and tike geu-tletnen aepaiated.


